1577]            With William the Silent.

Meanwhile Sidney made a more agreeable ending
of his tour as diplomatist than he had expected.
The mission assigned to him being over, as he
thought, he was anxious to go on a private visit to
Prince William of Orange; but from this Languet
dissuaded him, on the ground that the Queen might
be angry if he exceeded his instructions. He was
well pleased when a letter arrived from England,
bidding him turn aside in his homeward journey in
order to convey to William her Majesty's congratu-
lations on the birth of his son.*

Having reached Antwerp on or before the 27th of
May, the ambassador accordingly proceeded on that
day to Breda, and thence on the 28th to Geertruiden-
berg, where he met the Prince of Orange, and was by
him taken to Dort, or Dordrecht, William's residence
at that time. The three or four days that followed not
only sufficed for the formal delivery of his message
by Sidney and for his sharing in the christening cere-
mony, when he stood godfather to the lately born
baby, but also afforded opportunity for the establish-
ment of a firm friendship between the sturdy cham-
pion of Dutch liberties, now forty-four years old,
and the young Englishman of two-and-twenty, who
was dreaming of and sighing for the regeneration of
all Europe by means of a Protestant league.

Leaving Dordrecht on the 2d of June, with a
letter of thanks from Prince William to Queen
Elizabeth in his charge, and a " fair jewel" which

* State Papers, Domestic, Elizabeth ; Dr. Thomas Wilson to Lord
Burghley, 28 May, 1577, and the Prince of Orange to Queen Elizabeth,
2 June, 1577.